
 
March 2024 Newsletter 

Hello from Arthur Stewart, Secretary 
 

Special Bonding Litigation Update 
 

Today (March 13, 2024) PGCC won a small court victory.  PGCC (along with PIPP and PIOGA) was granted 
intervenor status in what we call the “Well Bonding” case.  That means PGCC is now an officially 
recognized party in the case; PGCC can now appear in court and defend the conventional industry 
against bonding changes that PennFuture, the Sierra Club and others want to implement. 
 
In August, 2023, PennFuture, the Sierra Club, Clean Air Council, Protect Penn-Trafford, and Earthworks 
filed a joint lawsuit against the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including Governor Josh Shapiro and 
the General Assembly, challenging the constitutionality of Act 96, the conventional well bonding 
amendment that was passed in 2022. Act 96 maintains single well bonding at $2500/well and maintains 
the blanket bond at $25,000; however, under Act 96 the blanket bond can increase to $100,000 for 
operators drilling new wells. 
 
At the time of Act 96’s passage, PennFuture, the Sierra Club, and other extremist groups were asking 
Pennsylvania’s DEP and EQB (Environmental Quality Board) to raise well bonding to over $30,000 per 
well (with no blanket bond).  Act 96 frustrated the extremist groups because Act 96 took away the DEP 
and EQB’s authority to raise well bonding.  PGCC strongly supported Act 96 and PGCC was very involved 
in educating legislators as to why Act 96 was necessary.  PGCC members made several trips to 
Harrisburg in support of Act 96, and our advisors, Bob and Mike, played key roles in helping legislators 
understand Act 96’s importance. 
 
Obviously, PennFuture, the Sierra Club and the other extremist groups were very unhappy when Act 96 
was passed.  In response, they filed the August 2023 lawsuit seeking to have Act 96 declared 
unconstitutional. 
 
When the extremists’ lawsuit was filed, the PGCC Board immediately recognized the lawsuit’s 
significance.  PGCC’s Legal chair met with PIOGA’s lawyer, and together they spoke with Attorney Matt 
Wolford about how to deal with the extremists’ case.  The three decided the best course of action was 
to ask the Court to allow the three trade groups (PGCC, PIOGA and PIPP) to intervene in the case (which 
means asking the Court’s permission to allow the three trade groups to become parties in the case).  The 
tree trade groups hired Matt Wolford and the three trade groups agreed to share costs. 
 
PGCC’s legal chair and PIOGA’s attorney supplied data and documents to Attorney Wolford and together 
the three men worked out the strategy for proceeding.  Work continued throughout the winter, and 

https://www.pennfuture.org/Files/Admin/WellBondLawsuit.pdf
http://www.pagcoc.org/Default.aspx


several weeks ago the three trade groups filed a very thorough Petition asking the Court to add the 
three trade groups to the case. 
 
Today the Court issued an order adding PGCC, PIOGA and PIPP to the case.  A copy of the order is below. 
 
The issuance of the order is a big deal.  The extremist groups filed their case under section 27 of the 
Pennsylvania Constitution (dealing with clean, air, water etc.).  The extremists’ case will test the 
boundaries of section 27, the authority of the legislature to make laws, and the scope of authority of 
governmental agencies such as DEP and EQB.  More important, if the extremists win the case, the 
extremists will be on track to bump conventional well bonding to nonsensical amounts that will put 
most conventional operators out of business (which is, of course, the extremists’ not-so-hidden agenda). 
 
Matt Wolford did his usual terrific job.  Matt will now represent PGCC in the next stages of the case.  We 
will keep you posted. 
 
Here is a copy of the order: 
 
Comments - Upon further consideration of the Amended Application for Leave to Intervene filed by 
Pennsylvania Independent Oil & Gas Association, Pennsylvania Independent Petroleum Producers 
Association and Pennsylvania Grade Crude Oil Coalition (collectively, Associations), and whereas the 
Answer thereto filed by Petitioners Clean Air Council, Earthworks, Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future, 
Protect PT, and Sierra Club, states that Petitioners do not oppose the Associations' intervention; and 
whereas Petitioners filed an Answer in Opposition to the Application for Leave to Intervene of 
Pennsylvania Senate Majority Leader Joe Pittman, Pennsylvania Senate Republican Caucus, Pennsylvania 
House Minority Leader Bryan Cutler, and Pennsylvania House Republican Caucus (collectively, Senate 
and House Republicans); and whereas Respondents Department of Environmental Protection, 
Environmental Quality Board, and Acting Interim Secretary and Chair Jessica Shirley did not file an 
Answer to the Associations' Amended Application for Leave to Intervene; and whereas Respondents 
filed an Answer in Opposition to the Application for Leave to Intervene of the Senate and House 
Republicans, it is hereby ORDERED as follows: 1. The Associations' Amended Application for Leave to 
Intervene, being unopposed, is hereby GRANTED. The Associations shall be Intervenors in this action 
principally aligned with Respondents. 2. The hearing scheduled by the Court's March 8, 2024 Order for 
May 1, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. shall concern only the Application for Leave to Intervene of the Senate and 
House Republicans and the Answers in Opposition thereto. 3. In all other respects, the March 8, 2024 
Order remains in full force and effect.  
A new filing has been created on a case in which you, or the attorney(s) you are proxying for, are 
participating. 
View case details for 379 MD 2023 here: Case Details 
View your notifications here: UJS Portal Notifications 
This notification was generated at Wednesday, March 13, 2024 3:09 PM. 
 
  

https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/PACFile/CaseDetails?docketNumber=379%20MD%202023&panelName=DocketEntries
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Notifications/NotificationSearch?notificationID=5a9ab5a6-ce97-47b0-2843-08dc3bdb1350


 

 
 

SUPPORT OUR MEMBERS: 
 

PGCC is fortunate to have a growing membership that includes valued service providers.  We urge you to 
support our service members!!! 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


